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TERM 1



As we come to the end of our first term, I wanted to take the opportunity to thank you all for
your continued support. It has been lovely to see our children return from the summer
holidays, which already seem such a long time ago! The term has been incredibly busy, but
also thoroughly enjoyable, as we continue to provide exciting and meaningful learning
opportunities for all of our children.

It has been especially lovely to welcome all of our new families
who have joined the Sunny Bank community this term. We are
particularly pleased with how well our new EYFS children have
settled into school life. 

They have quickly adapted to routines, built positive relationships with the adults who
support them and embraced their learning with enthusiasm. We are very proud of the
progress they have already made and look forward to seeing them continue to flourish
throughout the year.

MESSAGE
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Before sharing some of this term's highlights, I would like to remind families of the
importance of supporting children with their daily reading and Times Table Rock Stars
(TTRS) homework. These activities make a huge difference to children's confidence and
progress in school. We are particularly proud of the large number of children who have
worked hard to improve their reading age this term and who have been successfully
quizzing on their books. Well done to all of them for their dedication and effort!

Attendance continues to be a key priority for our school. Every day in school matters and
regular attendance ensures that children can fully participate in the learning journey
within their classroom. It also allows them to benefit from all the wonderful learning
opportunities, experiences and activities our staff carefully plan and provide. Thank you
for your support in helping us ensure that children attend school every day whenever
possible.

Our Year 6 children thoroughly enjoyed their recent trip to the Fenn Bell Conservation
Project, where they took part in a range of engaging animal workshops and learning
experiences. We would also like to thank our parent helper who supported us during the
visit. Opportunities such as these simply would not be possible without the support of our
families and we are extremely grateful for your help.

We also had a fantastic Community Spirit Week. The children embraced every activity
with enthusiasm and positivity and I was delighted to receive emails commenting on how
wonderfully behaved they were. They were a real credit to themselves, their families and
our school community.

As part of our Black History celebrations, every class studied a famous figure from
history and explored their achievements and impact. Children also enjoyed an exciting
djembe drumming workshop and spent time in a special 'Book Café', exploring books
written by Black authors. These experiences provided valuable opportunities for learning,
discussion and celebration. Special thanks go to Mrs Odumosu for organising and
coordinating these enriching activities.



Thank you also to everyone who contributed to our Harvest Collection in support of the
Salvation Army. We have been informed that the donated items have already been
distributed to families in need or included in Christmas hampers for those who require
additional support this festive season. Your generosity has made a real difference to our
local community.

Finally, a huge thank you goes to our PTA for organising the amazing Boo Bash Disco. It
was a fantastic event that brought so much enjoyment to our children. Once again, these
wonderful opportunities would not be possible without the support of our families and our
dedicated PTA team and staff, who generously give up so much of their own time to
organise and run these events.

Thank you for all your support during Term 1. We are proud of everything our children
have achieved and look forward to seeing what they will accomplish next.

We hope you all have a wonderful half-term break and enjoy spending time together as a
family. We look forward to welcoming everyone back, refreshed, ready and eager to learn
at the start of Term 2.

Best wishes.

Nicole Hyett
Head of School



HAWTHORN
SCIENCE

NEWS

In Science this term Hawthorn have been
looking at the digestive system of humans
and animals. We investigated 'poo clues'
about animals diets, and what this tells us
about their teeth.

The children had 3 stations to investigate.
At each station was an animal poo,
magnifying glasses, some animal picture
cards, vocab cards and skulls. The
children had to use the magnifying
glasses to investigate the poo and find
clues about what animal it could be,
whether it was a herbivore , carnivore or
omnivore and what sort of teeth it would
have, e.g. carnivore large canines for
tearing meat, herbivores large molar for
grinding plants.

It was great seeing the children getting
excited about Science, working as a team
and using scientific vocab such as 'let's
investigate'. 



MAKING READING
ACCESSIBLE FOR 
EVERYONE 
At Sunny Bank, we want every child to
discover the joy of reading and to feel
confident picking up a book. We are
delighted to have a selection of Barrington
Stoke dyslexia-friendly books in our school
library, helping to make reading more
accessible and enjoyable for children who
may find traditional books challenging.

Barrington Stoke books are specially
designed to support developing and
struggling readers. With carefully chosen
layouts, accessible fonts, appropriate
spacing and engaging stories, they help to
reduce some of the barriers children can
experience when reading, without
compromising on exciting plots or age-
appropriate content.

For some children, finding a book that feels
manageable can make all the difference. It
can help build confidence, encourage
independence and, most importantly, allow
children to experience the pride and
pleasure of getting lost in a good story.

At Sunny Bank, we believe that every child
deserves the opportunity to see themselves
as a reader. By providing a range of
accessible books, we are continuing our
commitment to inclusion and ensuring that
all our children have the opportunity to
develop a love of reading, whatever their
starting point. 



COMMUNITY
SPIRIT WEEK
Litter picking and cleaning our local church!



NEW OPAL EQUIPMENT
Our collection of outdoor play and learning equipment continues
to grow with exciting new additions!





ELM EXPLORE MUSCLE MOVEMENT

In Elm Class in Science, we have been exploring how our muscles move.
We learnt that some movements are voluntary, for example when we
clench our fist, and some movements are involuntary, for example our

heart beating. We know that our muscles can relax and contract and for
today’s experiment we made our own hands that show a fist

clenching(contracting) and opening as a flat hand again (relaxing). ​

WILD ABOUT LEARNING
Year 6 pupils went on a hands-on science adventure to the Fenn Bell

Conservation Project! The children got up close with a variety of rescued
animals—from cheeky meerkats to curious otters—while learning all

about animal welfare, habitats, and vital wildlife conservation work. It
was a fantastic day of discovery that brought our science curriculum to

life and inspired our young learners to think more about
conservationism. 



FEEL THE BEAT! 
As part of Black History Week, our pupils took part in an

exciting, hands-on African Drumming Workshop! 
Guided by an expert, the children explored the rich heritage
and storytelling traditions of West Africa through traditional

drumming and call-and-response. 

The children discovered some of the vibrant roots of Black
history, built teamwork, rhythm, and active listening skills—all

while making fantastic, joyful beats together!



BOO BASH DISCO





We now have 100% of 
EYFS parents on Class Dojo! 

(both Squirrels - Nursery and Acorns) 



HARVEST DONATIONSHARVEST DONATIONSHARVEST DONATIONS
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