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I’d like to begin with a huge well done to all the children who have
attended school every day and to those who have been
completing their homework consistently. You are meeting our
school expectations brilliantly and we are incredibly proud of
your commitment.

During the past few terms we have been placing a real focus on
homework across the school. Children are expected to complete
their homework regularly and your support with this is hugely
appreciated. We know that pupils who complete homework
routinely are more successful in school; it helps them consolidate
their learning, build independence and develop the habits they
will need as they move on to secondary school.

This term, we are also spotlighting our ROAR value of Resilience.
We are encouraging children to challenge themselves, to keep
trying even when something feels difficult and to pick themselves
up when they need a little encouragement. Building resilience
now helps them grow into confident, capable learners who
believe in their ability to improve.

It has been an incredibly busy term already. We have enjoyed
Reading Week, Maths Week, and Science Week, all of which have
been hugely successful. The children have thoroughly enjoyed the
wide range of activities and experiences that staff have put
together for them. Thank you to all the families who came in to
support their children during these events - your involvement
makes such a difference. A reminder that we have more events
planned for the final week of term, as well as our weekly
Wednesday morning reading sessions for parents in school.
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I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of our staff, but in particular to Mrs Hales
and Mrs Willing, who have worked exceptionally hard to organise and lead these themed weeks.
Their creativity and dedication have provided our children with memorable and meaningful
learning experiences.

At the end of this term, we will be sad to say goodbye to Mrs Kemp from Acorn class and Mrs
Mahony from Juniper class, who are both leaving us to begin new adventures elsewhere. We are
grateful for everything they have contributed to Sunny Bank and wish them every success in the
future. We will also be extremely sad to say goodbye to Mrs Lougheed, who has been at Sunny
Bank for just over 10 years and will be leaving us at the end of term. As well as being one of our
valued Learning Mentors, she has also led our Forest School provision with passion, expertise
and a deep commitment to outdoor learning. She is leaving to support her family in their
nursery ventures and we know she will be greatly missed by the whole Sunny Bank community.
We are certain that many of you will join us in sending her warm wishes as she begins this new
chapter.

Looking ahead, we are excited for next term, when we will be introducing more OPAL play areas
on the playground. These new zones will offer children even more opportunities for
imaginative, active, and collaborative play - something we know they will embrace with
enthusiasm.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Working together, we can help every child at
Sunny Bank thrive.

Best wishes

Nicole Hyett





book week!book week!
SUNNY BANK NEWS EXTRA

BOOK TOKENS and
NICKEL BOOKS

 Free!
a week of reading celebrations AND world book day!



Book Week
Celebrates Reading

at Sunny Bank
A Wonderful Week Celebrating Our Love for Reading!

Everyone enjoyed a fantastic week as we embraced our passion for reading. We kicked off the
festivities with a storyteller who hosted a special assembly, followed by engaging sessions in each
class. The children participated in a fun guessing game to identify the Masked Reader! On World
Book Day, pupils arrived at school in their pyjamas and we concluded the week with a delightful

dress-up day featuring beloved book characters. To top it off, Nickel Books visited us, allowing the
children to use their free World Book Day vouchers!



A heartfelt thank you

to Nickel Books for

providing all the

World Book Day titles,

allowing children to

spend their free

World Book Day

voucher.

Other notable highlights included
the launch of our new bookmark
design competition. Winners will be
revealed in the upcoming weeks and
we have some fantastic prizes to
award!







STORYTELLER VISIT

SCIENCE BOFFINS

NEWS

We were delighted to welcome storyteller Ed Finch into
school during book week and what an extraordinary
experience it was! From the moment he began, the
children were completely captivated, hanging onto every
word as he whisked them away on adventures from all
corners of the globe. Ed’s energy, humour and incredible
ability to bring characters to life filled the hall and
classrooms with excitement, leaving pupils inspired,
wide‑eyed and eager to tell their own stories. It was a
truly memorable visit that sparked imaginations and
reminded us all of the power of storytelling.

Our children had an amazing time in assembly with
Science Boffin Dave! They were completely engaged
from start to finish, enjoying exciting demonstrations
and hands-on science that sparked lots of curiosity
and enthusiasm. It was a fantastic, memorable
learning experience for everyone. Years 3-6 then
completed workshops throughout the day with Dave
based on space. All children had a space-tacular time. 



NICKEL BOOKS BRINGS 
WORLD BOOK DAY TITLES 
TO SUNNY BANK
For the third consecutive year, Andrea and Nickel Books visited Sunny Bank, bringing along all the
official World Book Day titles. Children received their World Book Day tokens and visited the library to
redeem them. They enjoyed an engaging storytelling session with Andrea, followed by the chance to
explore a wide selection of books, allowing them to choose their book with their token.

After school, families had the opportunity to browse the collection and purchase some fantastic book
titles.

A heartfelt thank you to Nickel Books, and we eagerly anticipate your return next year!





TURN THE PAGE
WEDNESDAY LAUNCHES

This term saw the launch of our Turn the Page Wednesday, where families can join us in class
bright and early to read a book with their child.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the families who have participated so far and contributed to
making this a wonderful success.

Join us every Wednesday morning from 8:30 to 8:50 - we look forward to seeing you!



NEW OPAL RESOURCES BUILT BY THE
PARAMOUNT FOUNDATION LOCAL HEROES!

Over the past few weeks, The Paramount Foundation and their incredible team of Local
Heroes have been hard at work creating brand new outdoor play resources for OPAL.
 
Working alongside the brilliant mentors from the Octopus Foundation, the Local Heroes
developed new skills in carpentry, teamwork and project planning while building
high‑quality, hand‑crafted play equipment that our children will enjoy for years to come.  
They built for us:
 

A brand‑new Mud Kitchen – perfect for messy play, creativity and imaginative cooking!
A large Outdoor Chalkboard – encouraging drawing, writing, mark‑making, and big
ideas!
Handmade Wooden Games – promoting teamwork, problem‑solving and joyful play.

 
These fantastic new additions will make a huge difference to our OPAL playtimes, giving
children rich opportunities to explore, create, collaborate and learn through play.
  
We are incredibly grateful to The Paramount Foundation and their Local Heroes for their
generous support andThe Octopus Foundation for guiding and supporting the team as
they built these amazing resources
 
Their combined effort has truly strengthened our outdoor play offer and brought something
special to our school community.
 
Thank you to everyone involved for helping us make play bigger, better and more brilliant
for every child.



Children kicked off our Science Week with a high‑energy assembly filled with pops, bangs and impressive
mini‑explosions. Even Mrs. Willing was caught by surprise during the dramatic exploding canister experiment!

Throughout the week, classes became bustling hubs of scientific exploration. Pupils carried out a range of hands‑on
investigations, from growing a rainbow to launching balloon rockets and sending flying mice soaring across the room.
Children learned how to think like real scientists by exploring variables and developing their own investigative
questions.

Our annual Science Fair was a standout highlight. The hall was filled with creative projects and enthusiastic young
scientists who confidently explained their ideas and findings. Their curiosity and passion shone through every display.

To round off the week, all pupils joined a live online lesson with real scientists on Friday. Inspired by what they learned,
children then returned to their classrooms to complete a final investigation of their own.

The buzz around school has been incredible all week - a true celebration of curiosity, discovery and the joy of science!

HAVING A BLAST





Winners from our Science Fair with their prizes!



A huge thank you to all the families that
attended our Mother's Day Mud kitchen
bake off & nature crafting session this
Friday morning. 

The children loved sharing their forest
school experience with their adults and it
was lovely to see the wonderful creations
of heart shaped mud pies, salt dough
nature cookies and nature heart wands. 

It was wonderful to welcome so many
of you into Base Camp! 

MOTHER'S DAY
MUD KITCHEN 
BAKE OFF!





We would like to thank
Morrisons for their generous

donation of 
Easter eggs to the school 
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