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ATTENDANCE MATTERS





As we reach the halfway point of our school year, I want
to begin by highlighting just how important good
attendance is for every child’s learning and wellbeing.
Our attendance team of Mrs Johnson, Miss Newbury and
Mrs Wood, are always available to offer help, advice and
friendly support to any families who may need it. Please
do get in touch with them if you feel we can work
together to improve your child’s attendance.

I would also like to extend a heartfelt
thank you for your continued support
throughout this term. It has been a busy
and lively few months and your
encouragement and involvement make
such a positive difference to the life of
Sunny Bank.

Our OPAL play project has had a wonderful start and it
has been lovely to see the children embracing new ways
to play and explore. We know there is still a long way to
go, and the daily rain we seem to have had certainly
hasn’t helped - it has put a bit of a dampener on things -
but we are looking forward to brighter days and even
more exciting activities for the children to enjoy soon.

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our
open afternoon on internet safety. We hope it gave you
a helpful insight into the kinds of things we teach the
children in school to help keep them safe online.
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We also enjoyed a very successful Numeracy Week, full of enthusiasm, problem‑solving and
mathematical fun. Looking ahead, we are already excited for next term’s events, including
Reading Week, Science Week and Bikeability for our Year 6 pupils.

In our school library, Mr Butler has been busy selecting some wonderful new books, including
dyslexia‑friendly reads, to help inspire a love of reading across the school. We would really
appreciate your support in encouraging the children to take care of these books at home. They
are a valuable resource for all our pupils, and we want them to be enjoyed and respected by
everyone.

We are also looking forward to welcoming more families into school as we begin our morning
family reading sessions. More information will be coming your way soon and we can’t wait to
see many of you joining us.

A reminder that there will be changes to after‑school club next term. Please refer to the
separate letter for full details, as the new arrangements will begin on the very first day back.

Finally, I would just like to let you know about some staff changes at Sunny Bank. We are
delighted to welcome Mrs Filmer and Mrs Lynch to our team of Teaching Assistants and Mr
Philo, who joins us as a Cover Supervisor. At the same time, we will be saying a very sad
goodbye to Miss Jenkins, who will be leaving us at the end of this term. She has secured a new
role working in a pastoral capacity in a secondary school and while we will miss her greatly, we
are incredibly proud of her achievement. I am sure you will join us in sending her our warmest
wishes as she begins this new venture.

As we head into the half‑term break, we are all hoping for some better, brighter weather next
term. Until then, I wish you a wonderful, happy and healthy half term with your families.

Best wishes

Nicole Hyett









SUNNY BANK NEWS EXTRA

OPAL
PLAYTIMES
LAUNCHED

Our Opal Playtimes launched this term
and has been incredibly successful so
far despite the terrible weather.

The children have done us extremely
proud by adhering to our play charter
whilst enjoying all the new playground
activities.



It has been lovely to see the children
enjoying their lunchtimes with many
reporting back that launch day was ‘the
best playtime ever’ and we have also
seen a reduction in lunchtime behaviour
incidents.

The sandpit and mud kitchen have been
the most popular areas so far, with the
children not being afraid to get their
hands dirty.

A big thank you to Mountain
Warehouse who supplied us
with wellies and raincoats,
so the children can get well
and truly stuck in the mud.

We look forward to some exciting areas
being launched next term.





YOUNG VOICES

SUNNY BANK
AT THE MOVIES

NEWS

Sunny Bank School proudly took part in
Young Voices at the O2, joining thousands
of young singers for an unforgettable
musical celebration.

Our pupils shone with energy, teamwork
and joy, performing as part of a huge choir
on a spectacular stage.

The experience boosted confidence, built
friendships and created memories we’ll
treasure forever.

Recent movie nights for KS1 and KS2 had high
attendance and positive feedback. The PTA is planning
future events and has allocated funds for class boxes
containing games and art supplies for wet playtime, as
well as equipment for Breakfast Club and After School
Club resources.





NUMERACY WEEK WAS
FILLED WITH EXCITEMENT
AND LEARNING ACROSS
THE SCHOOL! 

Children took part in fantastic team‑building
and problem‑solving challenges led by the
Problem Solving Company, before designing
and creating their own maths games to share
with friends. 

Classes explored real‑life maths by working
with money and applying their skills to
everyday scenarios. 

We also had great fun dressing up for NSPCC
Number Day, learning a maths song, and some
friendly competition as pupils battled it out on
Times Tables Rock Stars. It was a brilliant
celebration of all things mathematical!





A HEARTFELT
THANK YOU
FROM THE
SUNNY BANK
PTA
The Sunny Bank PTA would like to
extend a heartfelt thank you for the
generous support that has made it
possible for us to acquire a large
PTA shed.

Special Thanks to Our Supporters:

Martin Lewis of NCPI Solutions for
his generous donation towards
the shed's cost.

Lee Lougheed of L. Lougheed Building
Contractors, who also contributed a
generous donation.

Mark at Alsford Timber for providing
the shed at a discounted rate and
for supporting this initiative.

Little Potters, a local business, for
their donation of two vouchers
for the Christmas raffle.

We truly appreciate all the recent
support from everyone involved
with the Sunny Bank PTA.

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk



ATTENDANCE
BAKE OFF
Some of our children enjoyed
a fun cake‑making activity as
part of celebrating the great
attendance efforts we’ve seen
across the school this term.

We are incredibly proud of all
our pupils for their continued
hard work, resilience, and
commitment to learning.

*note: some children could not be photographed due to permissions



SAFER

STORYTELLER

INTERNET

VISIT

To celebrate Internet Safety Day, we
held an assembly to educate children
about online safety, followed by
engaging activities throughout the day.

For more resources and guidance, visit
our website for helpful materials to
assist families in staying safe online.

As part of Book Week next term,
storyteller Ed Finch will visit. He has
spoken at various events, including
schools nationwide and the Wellington
Festival of Education. An experienced
teacher and headteacher, he was
recognised by Times Educational
Supplement as one of the most
influential educators of 2017. Ed enjoys
conducting whole school storytelling
days.

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk
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