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HEAD OF SCHOOL

MESSAGE

As we reach the halfway point of our school year, | want
to begin by highlighting just how important good
attendance is for every child’s learning and wellbeing.
Our attendance team of Mrs Johnson, Miss Newbury and
Mrs Wood, are always available to offer help, advice and
friendly support to any families who may need it. Please
do get in touch with them if you feel we can work
together to improve your child’s attendance.

| would also like to extend a heartfelt
thank you for your continued support
throughout this term. It has been a busy
and lively few months and your
encouragement and involvement make
such a positive difference to the life of
Sunny Bank.

Our OPAL play project has had a wonderful start and it
has been lovely to see the children embracing new ways
to play and explore. We know there is still a long way to
go, and the daily rain we seem to have had certainly
hasn't helped - it has put a bit of a dampener on things -
but we are looking forward to brighter days and even
more exciting activities for the children to enjoy soon.

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our
open afternoon on internet safety. We hope it gave you
a helpful insight into the kinds of things we teach the
children in school to help keep them safe online.




We also enjoyed a very successful Numeracy Week, full of enthusiasm, problem-solving and
mathematical fun. Looking ahead, we are already excited for next term’s events, including
Reading Week, Science Week and Bikeability for our Year 6 pupils.

In our school library, Mr Butler has been busy selecting some wonderful new books, including
dyslexia-friendly reads, to help inspire a love of reading across the school. We would really
appreciate your support in encouraging the children to take care of these books at home. They
are a valuable resource for all our pupils, and we want them to be enjoyed and respected by
everyone.

We are also looking forward to welcoming more families into school as we begin our morning
family reading sessions. More information will be coming your way soon and we can't wait to
see many of you joining us.

A reminder that there will be changes to after-school club next term. Please refer to the
separate letter for full details, as the new arrangements will begin on the very first day back.

Finally, I would just like to let you know about some staff changes at Sunny Bank. We are
delighted to welcome Mrs Filmer and Mrs Lynch to our team of Teaching Assistants and Mr
Philo, who joins us as a Cover Supervisor. At the same time, we will be saying a very sad
goodbye to Miss Jenkins, who will be leaving us at the end of this term. She has secured a new
role working in a pastoral capacity in a secondary school and while we will miss her greatly, we
are incredibly proud of her achievement. | am sure you will join us in sending her our warmest
wishes as she begins this new venture.

As we head into the half-term break, we are all hoping for some better, brighter weather next
term. Until then, | wish you a wonderful, happy and healthy half term with your families.

Best wishes

Nicole Hyett







Attendance Matters

Be the best you can be

Dear Families

At Sunny Bank, we want every child to thrive - academically, socially and emotionally. One of the
mast important factors in helping children succeed is good school attendonce. When children
attend school every day, they build strong routines, feel secure in their leaming and remain

Attendance matters because every day in school builds your child’s confidence, leaming and
wellbeing. Children who attend 95-100% of the time in primary school are far more likely to reach
the expected standard in reading, writing and maths than those atlending $0-95%. Beyond
leaming, regular attendance supports emotional wellbeing: research shows that children with
lower attendance often feel more onxious, less happy ond more disconnected because they worry
obout what they've missed ecodemically and socially. Strong attendance helps children maintain
friendships, feel secure in routines and siay confident in their learning. These early habits maiter
long-term-by secondary school, pupils with 95-100% ottendonce are nearly twice as likely to
achieve good GCSEs in English and Maths compaored with those attending 90-95%.

What We Do at Sunny Bank

To support and encourage positive attendance, we offer o ronge of celebrotions ond systems
throughout the year:

* Weekly attendance celebrations for classes that reach our whole-school targets.

* Class rewards ic help children feel proud of their collective achievemenis.

* Attendance Champions who work closely with individual children who may need a little extra
support with routines and readiness.

* A dedicated Family Liaison Officer [FLO) who works in parinership with families, offering
guidance, support and early intervention when attendance becomes a challenge.



We are proud of the strong relationships we build with our fomilies and are committed to
working together to ensure every child has the best possible chance to succeed.

Expectations and Support

We expect parents to bring their children to school every day, unless there is o genuine
medical reason or unavoidable circumstance. To help us maintain high stondards of
attendonce across the school:

* Parents will receive a letter if their child’s attendance drops below 95%.

* If attendance continues to fall, the school will contact parents to discuss how we con
support improvements.

* Meetings will be scheduled to further offer support and actions will be ogreed by the
school and parents

* Qur aim is always to work collaboratively with families and put the right support in place
early.

However, if attendance does not improve ond continues to have a significant impact on a
child’s education or wellbeing, the school may need to move to o more formal approach,
in line with local authority guidance.

Working Together

We believe that when school and families work together, children flourish. Thank you for your
continued support in helping your child ottend school regularly and on time. If you ever need
advice, support or would like to talk about your child’s attendance, please contact us -we
are here to help.

Warm regards,

Emma Johnson

Deputy Head of School




OPAL
PLAYTIMES
LAUNCHED

Our Opal Playtimes launched this term
and has been incredibly successful so
far despite the terrible weather.

The children have done us extremely
proud by adhering to our play charter

whilst enjoying all the new playground

activities.




It has been lovely to see the children
enjoying their lunchtimes with many
reporting back that launch day was ‘the
best playtime ever’ and we have also
seen a reduction in lunchtime behaviour
incidents.

The sandpit and mud kitchen have been
the most popular areas so far, with the
children not being afraid to get their
hands dirty.

A big thank you to Mountain
Warehouse who supplied us
with wellies and raincoats,
so the children can get well
and truly stuck in the mud.

We look forward to some exciting areas

being launched next term.
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YOUNG VOICES

Sunny Bank School proudly took part in
Young Voices at the 02, joining thousands
of young singers for an unforgettable
musical celebration.

Our pupils shone with energy, teamwork
and joy, performing as part of a huge choir
on a spectacular stage.

The experience boosted confidence, built
friendships and created memories we'll
treasure forever.

SUNNY BANK
AT THE MOVIES

Recent movie nights for KS1 and KS2 had high
attendance and positive feedback. The PTA is planning
future events and has allocated funds for class boxes
containing games and art supplies for wet playtime, as
well as equipment for Breakfast Club and After School
Club resources.







NUMERACY WEEK WAS
FILLED WITH EXCITEMENT
AND LEARNING ACROSS
THE SCHOOL!

Children took part in fantastic team-building
and problem-solving challenges led by the
Problem Solving Company, before designing
and creating their own maths games to share
with friends.

Classes explored real-life maths by working
with money and applying their skills to
everyday scenarios.

We also had great fun dressing up for NSPCC
Number Day, learning a maths song, and some
friendly competition as pupils battled it out on
Times Tables Rock Stars. It was a brilliant
celebration of all things mathematical!
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A HEARTFELT
THANK YOU
FROM THE
SUNNY BANK
PTA

The Sunny Bank PTA would like to
extend a heartfelt thank you for the
generous support that has made it
possible for us to acquire a large
PTA shed.

Special Thanks to Our Supporters:

e Martin Lewis of NCPI Solutions for
his generous donation towards
the shed's cost.

* Lee Lougheed of L Lougheed Building
Contractors, who also contributed a
generous donation.

e Mark at Alsford Timber for providing
the shed at a discounted rate and
for supporting this initiative.

o Little Potters, a local business, for
their donation of two vouchers
for the Christmas raffle.

We truly appreciate all the recent
support from everyone involved
with the Sunny Bank PTA.

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk



ATTENDANCE
BAKE OFF

Some of our children enjoyed
a fun cake-making activity as
part of celebrating the great
attendance efforts we've seen
across the school this term.

We are incredibly proud of all
our pupils for their continued
hard work, resilience, and
commitment to learning.



SAFER
INTERNET

To celebrate Internet Safety Day, we
held an assembly to educate children
about online safety, followed by
engaging activities throughout the day.

For more resources and guidance, visit
our website for helpful materials to
assist families in staying safe online.

STORYTELLER
VISIT

As part of Book Week next term,
storyteller Ed Finch will visit. He has
spoken at various events, including
schools nationwide and the Wellington
Festival of Education. An experienced
teacher and headteacher, he was
recognised by Times Educational
Supplement as one of the most
influential educators of 2017. Ed enjoys
conducting whole school storytelling
days.

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk



PJ Day
World Book Day
Nickel Books
Storyteller visit

Big Reader
The Masked Reader

and much more!



Use your World Book Day® charity £1/€1.50 book token
to get one of these brilliant reads for free between 12th
February and 15th March 2026. Ask your school or

local bookshop for more details. Find your participating
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SIT WITH YOUR
CHILD IN CLASS
AND READ A
STORYTIME
ADVENTURE
TOGETHER!

TURN THE PAGE WEDNESDAYS 8:30-8:50AM EVERY WEEK

UNNY BANK -
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MONDAY 23"° FEBRUARY
SCIENCE BOFFINS ASSEMBLY
AND WORKSHOPS FOR YRS 3-6

THURSDAY 12™ MARCH +,»"+,»  FRIDAY 13™ MARCH _»
SUNNY BANK SCIENCE FAIR " TILT SCIENCE FAIR



Subscribe to our

Online
Calendar

And have our dates
and events
automatically appear
on your phone!

Tanl
-

SUNNY BANK PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk/diary

Press ‘subscribe to this calendar’
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L' Term4

23

Mon 2026

UL Tell a fairy tale day

26

Thu 2026

Book Week

ME

Mon 2028

Storyteller visit

bE

Wed 2026

Pyjama day

mE

Thu 2026

Character dress up day

Fri 2028

STEM week

mE

Mon 2026

PTA Mothers Day shop

10

Tue 2026

”) DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

www.sunnybank.kent.sch.uk
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ADVERTISE IN OUR

Advertising is a powerful
communication tool used
to inform, persuade, and
influence potential
customers. It plays a
critical role in shaping
consumer behavior and
building awareness for
products, services, or
ideas. In today’s fast-
paced world, effective
advertising goes beyond
just exposure - it creates
emotional connections
and drives action

NEWSLETTERS

We design visually captivating
newsletters for schools and our
trust, which have become quite
popular among parents,
children, staff and visitors
alike. Now, we're offering local
businesses the chance to
advertise in these newsletters
at an affordable rate, allowing
them to reach a broad
audience



HALFWAY HOUSES

NEWSLETTER

SCHOOL
NEWSLETTERS

¢ Sunny Bank Primary School
* Halfway Houses Primary School
¢ Minster in Sheppey Primary School

AANTONI Sd3L1LITSM3IN dNO

TRUST PARENT
NEWSLETTER

MNews Highlighting All Three of Our Schools
and Trust




SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook and Instagram

SCHOOL WEBSITES

For each school and the trust

CLASS DOJO

HOW WE

PROMOTE OUR
NEWSLETTERS

Communication tool for all parents

EMAIL
An email is sent to parents with a
direct link
?.‘-
Primngery Schaood
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A WIDE AUDIENCE

WEBSITES FOR THE
SCHOOLS AND TRUST

in & typical 4-weak pariod, our
wWELILeS el recfived a 1olal

of 7312 visits

SOCIAL MEDIA
FACEBOOK

in a typical 4-weeak
penod, our Facebook
pages have garnered
a total of 86,000

WIS

« KX A X
s

The Island
Learning Trust

CLASS DOJO
FOR PARENTS

All pargnts ot our
LeinDONs ang Sngaid
and sctively participale
in viewing the School
Shory



g ..
The Island
Learning Trust

CONTACT
PHIL REYNOLDS

The Island Learning Trust,Brecon Chase,
Minster, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 2HX

PHONE
01795 606458

EMAIL
finance@TILTrust.org

*This is a preview edition of our complete advertising brochure.
The full version can be obtained upon request.
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