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Attendance Matters

Be the best you can be

Dear Families

At Sunny Bank, we want every child to thrive - academically, socially and emotionally. One of the
mast important factors in helping children succeed is good school attendonce. When children
attend school every day, they build strong routines, feel secure in their leaming and remain

Attendance matters because every day in school builds your child’s confidence, leaming and
wellbeing. Children who attend 95-100% of the time in primary school are far more likely to reach
the expected standard in reading, writing and maths than those atlending $0-95%. Beyond
leaming, regular attendance supports emotional wellbeing: research shows that children with
lower attendance often feel more onxious, less happy ond more disconnected because they worry
obout what they've missed ecodemically and socially. Strong attendance helps children maintain
friendships, feel secure in routines and siay confident in their learning. These early habits maiter
long-term-by secondary school, pupils with 95-100% ottendonce are nearly twice as likely to
achieve good GCSEs in English and Maths compaored with those attending 90-95%.

What We Do at Sunny Bank

To support and encourage positive attendance, we offer o ronge of celebrotions ond systems
throughout the year:

* Weekly attendance celebrations for classes that reach our whole-school targets.

* Class rewards ic help children feel proud of their collective achievemenis.

* Attendance Champions who work closely with individual children who may need a little extra
support with routines and readiness.

* A dedicated Family Liaison Officer [FLO) who works in parinership with families, offering
guidance, support and early intervention when attendance becomes a challenge.



We are proud of the strong relationships we build with our fomilies and are committed to
working together to ensure every child has the best possible chance to succeed.

Expectations and Support

We expect parents to bring their children to school every day, unless there is o genuine
medical reason or unavoidable circumstance. To help us maintain high stondards of
attendonce across the school:

* Parents will receive a letter if their child’s attendance drops below 95%.

* If attendance continues to fall, the school will contact parents to discuss how we con
support improvements.

* Meetings will be scheduled to further offer support and actions will be ogreed by the
school and parents

* Qur aim is always to work collaboratively with families and put the right support in place
early.

However, if attendance does not improve ond continues to have a significant impact on a
child’s education or wellbeing, the school may need to move to o more formal approach,
in line with local authority guidance.

Working Together

We believe that when school and families work together, children flourish. Thank you for your
continued support in helping your child ottend school regularly and on time. If you ever need
advice, support or would like to talk about your child’s attendance, please contact us -we
are here to help.

Warm regards,

Emma Johnson

Deputy Head of School
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