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Head of School
MessageMessage

Firstly, can I say a great big well done
to everyone for the contribution to our
school’s attendance at the start of this
year. We are currently achieving 95%
attendance so far this year and have
had many days this week at 96% and
above. Our children are loving coming
to school. 

Our staff work so hard
to make the school a
wonderful place to learn
and our parents are
really driving our
children’s achievements
by ensuring that our
children are attending
every day; we are a
very proud leadership
team and community.

I have sent out the yearly planner to
parents and this is also on the website,
so parents can see and highlight to the
children all the wonderful curriculum
events that will be happening across
this year.



If we continue the great start that we have made, then our children are
going to do exceptionally well at Sunny Bank. We do need to have a little
bit more of a push on punctuality as there are still too many children
coming through the office in the morning. This means that they are
missing out on reading and the start of all important phonics lessons.
The children should be through the gates by 08:40 so that they are ready
to learn in a calm unrushed manner. Please can we ask for your support
so that we can emulate the success that we have had with our
attendance.  

I am also very pleased with the successful launch of our PTA “Friends of
Sunny Bank Primary School.” We currently have 13 members and have
already met to plan our dress up disco. There has been lots of energy
and ideas for raising money for our school already and I am really
excited about the year ahead. We are raising money for a school
minibus and we currently have £1900 in our PTA fund towards this. I will
send out more information soon regarding this and the charity that we
are working with. We already have the ASDA initiative and easy
fundraising so that parents can help (more information about these is in
this newsletter). A great big thank you to everyone that attended our
Annual General Meeting and to our members of our PTA for stepping up
and being part of this fantastic new venture.  

 



We are really pleased with the effort and energy that is being put into the
home learning, reading, spellings and Numbots/TT Rockstars. Thank you to
parents that have supported and ensured that the children are keeping
this up regularly and bringing in their diaries every day. Children that read
every day become better learners and better writers and children that
know all of their timestables are much more successful at maths. Children
get Class Dojo points for completing their home learning and this goes
towards house points and house rewards. Our goal is that every child
completes their home learning everyday so that they really can be the
best they can be. To help with this, we have laptops for quizzing and TTRS
and Numbots in class and out at lunch time. I am also really looking
forward to the home learning projects – some of these have already
come in. If you need any help with access to the home learning, please do
not hesitate to let the class teacher know or a member of SLT.  

I am looking forward to a fantastic Sunny Bank Year. 
I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter, and I thank you, as always,
for your support as partners in our children’s education.  

Mr Allen
Head of School

 

Our Ofsted report has now gone live and can be seen
on the Ofsted website. I will also have press release
coming out soon, so do look out for this.  



Sunny Bank Primary School is proud to announce that the
school has been judged ‘Good’ in all areas by Ofsted. The
comprehensive report highlights the school’s unwavering

commitment to excellence, student well-being and
community engagement.



Mr Allen had this to say, “I am extremely pleased with the final report. It
acknowledges our high expectations, the care we provide for our pupils and our
drive to help them ‘be the best they can be.’ Our expert reading teachers and our
relentless focus on reading have clearly made a positive impact. Every member of
Sunny Bank staff is dedicated to ensuring our children achieve the very best
outcomes.”
 

The Ofsted report emphasises several key strengths of
Sunny Bank Primary School:
 

High Expectations: Pupils are well-aware of the importance
of their learning and are motivated to meet high standards.
Care and Aspiration: Pupils are well cared for and strive to
live up to the school’s motto, “be the best you can be.”
Focus on Reading: There is a strong emphasis on reading
throughout the school, with staff demonstrating expertise in
teaching early reading.
Support for SEND Pupils: The needs of pupils with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are carefully
addressed, ensuring they can succeed across the
curriculum.
Equality and Passion: Pupils are passionate about equality
and their educational journey.

Since joining The Island Learning Trust in 2020, alongside
Minster and Halfway Houses Primary Schools, Sunny Bank has
been transformed. The Trust has a total commitment to
improving the life chances and aspirations of pupils and the
vision that all children will “Be the best they can be” is clearly
evidenced through the school’s recent Ofsted and amazing
pupil outcomes.



Now children at Sunny Bank outperform the National Average. With 100% of pupils
meeting the expected standard in reading and 60% achieving the higher standard.
Additionally, 80% of students met the expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths;
significantly higher than the National Average that currently sits at 61%.
 

Sunny Bank Primary School is at the heart of the community with active parental
involvement which enriches the student experience. The school’s engagement with
local organisations, such as Murston Church and Murston Heart, as well as frequent
parent open afternoons, underscores its role as a community hub.

Parent feedback highlights the school’s positive impact:
 

“It’s a brilliant school. My children are completely different since moving here; they
are really happy and making good progress.”
“Teachers are passionate and encouraging; issues are dealt with quickly.”
“The focus on the child’s well-being and education is exceptional.”

Current Year 4 student Mark notes, “There’s lots of people who can help you and
everyone is responsible for their learning,” while Year 6 student Jasmine shares, “I get to
read, see my friends and most importantly learn with adults who help me.”

The school’s commitment to student happiness and its welcoming environment are
evident in pupil satisfaction surveys and there is an ever-growing waiting list to join
Sunny Bank.
 
Sunny Bank is currently offering tours for the Reception class intake for September 2025
and for Nursery intake in January. 





Parentkind – the charity that supports school PTAs - have teamed up with Asda,
who is making millions of pounds available to donate to primary schools across
the UK through their ‘Cashpot for Schools’ initiative – all you have to do is, opt in
through the Asda Rewards app, click the Cashpots icon then choose Sunny Bank
Primary School,  Sunny Bank Murston, Sittingbourne, ME10 3QN and shop
and scan in store or shop online at Asda.com, from now until 30th November
2024

Asda will donate 0.5% of the value of your shop to Sunny Bank. Also, every time
somebody opts in, Asda will give an additional £1 to the school Cashpot. Plus, it
doesn’t stop there – Asda are also giving £50 to every school to get them started. 

The supermarket has joined forces with Joe Wicks to support the initiative – look
out for the TV advert, radio ads and social media coverage.

Introducing Cashpoint for Schools





Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from your weekly shop to
your annual holiday – you could be raising free donations for Sunny Bank with
easyfundraising?   There are over 8,000 retailers on board ready to make a
donation – including eBay, Argos, John Lewis & Partners, ASOS, Booking.com and
M&S – and it won’t cost you a penny extra to help us raise funds.   All you need to
do is:   1. Go HERE and join for free.  2. Every time you shop online, go to
easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.  3. After you’ve
checked out, the retailer will make a donation to Sunny Bank at no extra cost to
you whatsoever!   There are no catches or hidden charges and we will be really
grateful for your donations.   

Thank you for your support!

We still use easyfundraising!

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sunny-bank-primary-school/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-gs-e1
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Full calendar can be viewed on our website








