
 

 

Parent’s Guide to Spelling 

Sunny Bank Primary School - Year 4 

 

From homophones to the use of prefixes and suffixes, spelling gets more technical in 
KS2 however all those taught in previous years, will also be revisited and reinforced. 

In Year 4, the following spelling rules and patterns are taught: 

 Adding suffixes -er, -ing to verbs, for example: 'beginner' and 'beginning' 

 Words containing prefixes (groups of letters added to the start of a word) such as,  
im-, il-, ir-, inter-, anti-, re-, tele-, -in 

 Words containing suffixes (groups of letters added to the end of each word) such as  
–ation 

 Words ending -sure and -ture (such as 'measure' and 'creature') 

 Words ending -sion, -tion, -ssion, -cian (such as 'confusion', 'rejection', 'permission' 
and 'musician') 

 Words ending -ous (such as 'dangerous' and 'courageous') 

 Words containing ch where it sounds like ‘sh’ or ‘k’ (such as 'chef' and 'scheme') 

 Homophones (peace/piece, main/mane, fair/fare, scene/seen, mail/male, bawl/ball) 

 

Rare word spelling list 
 

These words are  
taught across years 3 and 4.  
Children will be  
expected to know how to spell  
and use these in their writing  
by the end of Year 4. 

 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-prefix
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-suffix

