
 

 

Parent’s Guide to Spelling 

Sunny Bank Primary School - Year 3 

 

From homophones to the use of prefixes and suffixes, spelling gets more technical in 
KS2 however all those taught in previous years, will also be revisited and reinforced. 

In Years 3, the following spelling rules and patterns are taught: 
 Words containing 'y' where it sounds like 'i', such as 'myth' and 'gym' 

 

 Words containing 'ou' where it sounds like 'u' such as 'young' and 'touch' 
 

 Words containing prefixes (groups of letters added to the start of a word) such as mis-, dis-, 
re-, super-, ‘sub-’ ‘tele-’ and auto-‘ 

 

 Words containing suffixes (groups of letters added to the end of each word) such as -less, -ly 
(including words ending in ‘le’ and ‘ic’) 

 

 Words ending -sion, -tion, -ssion, -cian (such as 'confusion', 'rejection', 'permission' and 
'musician') 

 

 Words ending -ous (such as 'dangerous' and 'courageous') 
 

 Words containing ch where it sounds like ‘sh’ or ‘k’ (such as 'chef' and 'scheme') 
 

 Words ending -gue and -que (such as 'league' and 'antique') 
 

 Homophones (pairs of words that sound the same but are spelled differently, ie.  
heel/heal/he’ll, plain/plane, groan/grown and rain/rein/ reign, brake/break, grate/great, 
eight/ate, weight/wait, son/sun) 

 
 
Rare word spelling list 
 

These words are  
taught across years 3 and 4.  
Children will be  
expected to know how to spell  
and use these in their writing  
by the end of Year 4. 

 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-prefix
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-suffix
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homophones-explained

